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1 . MR. M. B. RUFFIN, CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD, ALLIED RESEARCH 
ASSOCIATES OF BALTIMORE, MD„ AND OF MECAR S.A. OF BELGIUM, 

VISITED EMBASSY RECENTLY IN REGARD TO SALE OF CADILLAC GAGE 
ARMORED CARS (V150) TO THE RTG. HE SAID THAT ALL 

CADILLAC GAGE V150S SOLD TO DATE WHICH HAD A 90 MM GUN INSTALLED, 
INCLUDING THOSE BOUGHT BY INDONESIA AND MALAYSIA, USED THE MECAR 
GUN. HE CLAIMED THAT THE MECAR GUN ORIGINALLY WAS TO BE INSTALLED 
ON THE V150S FOR THAILAND BUT, FOR REASONS UNKNOWN TO HIM, A 90 
MM GUN TO BE MANUFACTURED BY COCKERILL, ANOTHER BELGIAN MUNITIONS 
COMPANY, NOW WAS TO BE INSTALLED. HE WAS IN THAILAND, HE SAID, 

TO TRY TO DETERMINE THE REASON FOR THE CHANGE, CLAIMING THAT THE 
COCKERILL GUN WAS UNTESTED AND UNSUITABLE FOR THE V150. RUFFIN 
CLAIMS THE COCKERILL GUN IS MUCH HEAVIER, LONGER AND HAS A MUCH 
STRONGER RECOIL. HE SAID THAT THE COCKERILL AMMUNITION IS NOT 
INTERCHANGEABLE WITH THE MECAR AMMUNITION USED BY THE MALAYSIANS 
FOR THEIR MECAR-EQUIPPED V150S. 
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2. EMBOFF RESPONDED THAT EMBASSY COULD NOT INTERVENE IN CON 
FLICTING CLAIMS OF U.S. COMMERCIAL SUPPLIERS AND THAT WE HAD NO 
KNOWLEDGE OF WHICH GUN WAS TO BE INSTALLED UNDER THE TERMS OF 
THE RTG-CADILLAC GAGE CONTRACT. IN RESPONSE TO RUFFIN S INQUIRY, 

EMBOFF PROVIDED NAME OF CAPTAIN WIRUN KONGCHAN OF SUPREME COMMAND 
AS A GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL WHO SHOULD HAVE SOME KNOWLEDGE OF THE 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


TRANSACTION. 

3. CAPTAIN WIRUN, AFTER MEETING WITH RUFFIN AND AT DIRECTION OF 
ADMIRAL JINAWAT WONGPENSRI, J-2, SUPREME COMMAND, CALLED THE 
EMBASSY AND EXPRESSED HIS CONCERN OVER THE CHANGE HE CLAIMED 
THE RTG HAD NOT BEEN AWARE UNTIL RUFFIN ARRIVED ON THE SCENE. WIRUN 
SAID THAT THE SIZE, WEIGHT AND RECOIL FORCE OF THE GUN TO BE 
INSTALLED IN THE V150 IS CRITICAL. HE EXPLAINED THAT WHEN RTG 
REPRESENTATIVES VISITED CADILLAC GAGE LAST YEAR, THEY OBSERVED 
THE MECAR GUN IN OPERATION. FOUND IT SATISFACTORY AND RECOMMENDED 
IT BE INSTALLED IN THE V150S. HE SAID THESE SAME REPS AND ADM 
JINAWAT, WHO WAS ONE OF THE SIGNATORS OF THE CONTRACT WITH 
CADILLAC GAGE, WERE SURPRISED AND UPSET TO LEARN THAT CADILLAC GAGE 
WAS PLANNING TO INSTALL THE COCKERILL GUN INSTEAD OF THE MECAR 
GUN. WIRUN SAID THAT THE CONTRACT GAVE CADILLAC GAGE THE OPTION 

OF WHICH GUN TO EMPLOY BUT THE RTG FULLY EXPECTED TO GET THE MECAR 
RIN WHICH THEY HAD OBSERVED AND WHICH IS SIMILAR TO THAT INSTAL- 
LED IN THE MALAYSIAN VI 50. (THE RRG GOT THE IDEA OF PURCHASING 
THE VI 50 AFTER OBSERVING IT IN ACTION DURING JOINT BORDER OPER- 
ATIONS WITH THE MALAYSIANS LAST YEAR.) ACCORDING TO WIRUN, THE 
COCKER IT I. GUN HAS NEVER BEEN OBSERVED BY THE THAI AND, ALTHOUGH 
TYEY WOULD PREFER THE MECAR GUN, THERE IS RELUCTANCE TO CALL 
THIS EMBARRASSING DEVELOPMENT TO THE ATTENTION OF GENERAL CHAROEN 
PHONGPHANIT, CHIEF OF STAFF, SUPREME COMMAND, WHO ALSO SIGNED 
THE CONTRACT. WIRUN SOLICITED EMBOFF'S ADVICE BUT WAS TOLD THAT 
EMBASSY COULD NOT JUDGE THE VALIDITY OF THE CLAIMS OF MR. RUFFIN 
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AND THAT IT WOULD NOT BE APPROPRIATE FOR THE EMBASSY TO BECOME 
INVOLVED IN CONFLICTING CLAIMS OF COMPETING U.S. COMMERCIAL 
FIRMS. EMBOFF AGREED THAT THE SPECIFICATIONS OF THE WEAPONS IN 
QUESTION WERE OF UTMOST IMPORTANCE, BUT SAID IT WAS UP TO THE 
RTG TO DETERMINE WHICH GUN BEST SUITED ITS NEEDS. 

4. PRESENTLY. NEITHER EMBASSY NOR JUSMAGTHAI PERSONNEL ARE 
FAMILIAR WITH THE MECAR OR COCKERILL GUNS OR THE RELIABILITY 
OF THE FIRMS INVOLVED. WE OBVIOUSLY DO NOT WISH TO GET DRAWN 
INTO COMMERCIAL COMPETITION OVER A BUSINESS DEAL. HOWEVER, WE 
WOULD NOT WANT TO SEE THE RTG INVEST A CONSIDERABLE SUM OF MONEY 
IN A U.S. COMMERCIAL ACQUISITION THAT WOULD PROVE UNSATISFACTORY 
TO THAI NEEDS. RUFFIN SAID HE TALKED WITH DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS 

IN EA, PM, AND OMC PRIOR TO COMING TO BANGKOK. EMBASSY WOULD 
APPRECIATE ANY INFORMATION OR OBSERVATIONS DEPARTMENT MAY HAVE 
ON THIS CASE. 
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